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Like most of you, I am happy
to see and feel the end of a harsh
winter and now look forward to the
blossoming of spring in our beautiful
corner of the Commonwealth.

Spring in Harrisburg means
another budget season. This is
easily the most difficult negotiating
period I have experienced since
taking office in 2005, and legislators
with more years under their belts
than me have said the same thing.
Some tough decisions and sacrifices
will have to be made, thanks to
our economy and past spending
practices that I repeatedly voted
against.

Thank you for taking time to
read my newsletter. If you are
receiving it via conventional mail
and would prefer to receive an
e-mail copy in the future, please
visit my website, RepSonney.com,
and register your name. At that
time, you can also subscribe to have
my weekly Headline Harrisburg
legislative updates e-mailed to you
by giving us your address.

I also need to thank you for
sending me to the state Capitol once
again. It is an honor and a privilege
to serve the residents of the 4th
Legislative District, as well as a
responsibility I do not take lightly.

Sincerely,

Cait Jour

Curt Sonney

REPRESENTATIVE

Curt Sonney
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The Budget Process Begins

Governor Corbett's March 8 budget announcement took many of us
by surprise in the level of severity with which he proposes to cut. That
being said, every such proposal by each of Pennsylvania’s governors down
through the years has been nothing more than a starting point from which
negotiations will take place. Those negotiations are underway with the
recently-completed hearings held by the House Appropriations Committee of
which I am a member.

The governor’s intentions move us in the right direction. After years of
spending habits that did not mimic those of the people who send us to
Harrisburg, it is time to face the harsh reality that, as Gov, Corbett said, “The
people have no more to give.”

Sacrifices will have to be made and those sacrifices will in many cases not
be easy. Decisions that affect lives will ultimately have to be made. One of
his (and my) priorities is the health and safety of our citizens, which is why I
was pleased with his desire to budget for two state police cadet classes this
year and another next year.

While I agree that we need to tighten our belts in all areas including
education, I was disappointed with the level of funding for our public schools
and the governor’s wish to increase the appropriation for welfare. House
Republicans are pursuing legislation that addresses the fraud and abuse that
Auditor General Jack Wagner has uncovered. It is my hope that these reform
bills will return accountability to the welfare system, ensure that our welfare
dollars reach the people that truly need them, and in turn free up further
support for our education system.

In February, Erie County Vo-Tech
traveled to the state Capitol as
part of Career and Technical
Education Month. | spoke with
Britteny Roskie, who is studying

to be a registered nurse. The
school’s display showed examples
of culinary arts, childhood
education, networking technology
and health assistance.

www.RepSonney.com
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House Bill 1046 amends the act
to require that no well site may be
prepared or a well drilled within
330 feet from a surface property
line. This would not apply to wells
drilled into the Middle Devonian
Marcellus Formation or the
Oriskany Formation. My legislation
would also adjust the amount of
bonding required of the potential
well operator.

with the necessary legal
protection to respond to
unlawful aggression. A citizen
defending his or her home
should not have to be forced
into a legal analysis when
someone is breaking down the
door at 4 a.m.

Communicating with You
Electronically Giving

| have created a Facebook page as another tool by which we Homeowners the
can communicate. Using Facebook to keep in touch is just another .
way of bringing the legislative process to the people of the 4th nght TO Choose

Legislative District. The General Assembly has heard the demand
for more openness and transparency in state government, and my
decision to initiate a Facebook page is a move in that direction. The
web address for my page is

https://www.facebook.com/repsonney.

| also support House Bill 377, which
would remove the sprinkler mandate from

the Uniform Construction Code and return

this decision on safety to the hands of the
homeowner. The bill has been passed by the
state House and is now being considered by the
Senate.
State Representative Curt Sonney No one will contest the fact that there is a

4th Legis/ative District safety component to this argument; however,
the choice of whether or not to install a costly

sprinkler system should be left up to those that
“pay the bill.” Our state’s economy is struggling
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149-B East Wing 4457 Buffalo Road as it is. There is no doubt that this legislation
PO Box 202004 Erie, PA 16510 has made Pennsylvanians think twice before
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2004 Phone: (814) 897-2080 building a new home. A definite reduction in
Phone: (717) 783-9087 Fax: (814) 897-2083 building permits began late last year when
Fax: (717) 787-2005 the bill was signed into law.

707 East Columbus Avenue Repealing this act will help to jump start
Email: csonney@pahousegop.com Corry, PA 16407 the home building industry, and is a step
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